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Wha t rs It? 

KENNEY Rlll(;~ NATURE l.oG 
l"l.IGUST, 199$) 

The Kenney Rldq .. Nuure Log 1" a ..,nthly n_"lette, Intended to 
lIel p us all u"de~stftnd and app ro,clue thot wortlnl,ls o f the natur ,, 1 world on 
Kenney Rldl,le. Kn., Conroy naaed It; ...,'1 1 try to ., k .. i t eyeryone' . wor~, 
by 'ep"n l nl,l "'hat ..... Il l i nd on U,.. d<lge. su~",nne Llnd", .. y is the 
lnilial recorder ;,.ndl Or .uthor, bu t cont r l butlon8 fro- ;,.Il o"r rou ftr e 
wo lco-e and needed leal! !:o49- SJSO or e-..,II < » . 
Tl,; ~ fI . ~t iuue l O<> ~ . at ,""",t ' " Ii~e l y to hAppen on the Ri dge I n 1\uqust . 
A COl" 8c:ientHic ll~",,,a ~[ .. spri nk l e d inlo the teKt , but don ' t be Ill r.O!'d 
U '''V ' I·'' ltoLe"ded ...,stlV t o help you c h&(: k due r l l'tio" s In U .. l d qu l 'I(!~. 

A MOnth of Subtle Tr anal tlon. 
Augu" t .,H b. the po,l k o f ".-er In Alh"n", hut the aU..,,, h p~5t 

Its pr l _ . The longest diV o f 1~II, June 2 1, o ffered;,. potential 14 hou r s, 
1~ .Inut •• o f su".hl .... lIaHwav l o fall. th. days .. r .. dn . .. ;nq In. By t he 
lin o f lLuq=t. t he sun wi ll rue ~t 6:06 ...... nd s et n 1:01 p ••• 
n: .. l.rn S t .. "dard TI_I , allowing 12 hours. !>~ .Inutes 0 1 sun l l<;J h t . r ven 
tholl\Jh the _ather tI_S ho tter than .,vcr, the .horler day~ and l ORI/V' 
nigh t s b r ln~ gradual eMnqes, since "",nv lIving thinq$ ar" adapted t o th" 
. ... 50". 1 bah"e. 01 lluht .nd dart . Th l' .prln ~ , len<} t hen l n9 dav" ~purr .(\ 
(In "~V$ not entirely undenloodl some birdS to ", i gr~te north .. ard ftmj roost 
t o b . .. OId . I<bbbita, _ Ice, .nd aqulrr,,18 p roduc.<l " .. w litter8, .ml tiny 
f llWl\ft t ra iled de"r. No .. , the turning y .. .H brln'lS ne .. paU"rM. 

On Kenney Rl dqe ,the I>l~ of sprIng ' . " " hort day" jor " l ong 
nl oh t " ' pl"nta •• dogwoocI , wi ld .ztllea, wlldq .. r." I"""" dar><le llon s . 
vlol<!U, r .. ls~ sUa_rrl<!s, Chickasaw pl" .a shrubl and the yellow and 
0""9. cups o f the tuli p tt<!e -- .. re long 9<>""'. BV Auqust, the p Unts o f 
e.rl y ....... . ,, 1.$0 are p ••• lng. A few late Slugg l " u r .... in In th . ..... _ 
and open lols , but the lacy white Queen I\ru, .. ' 5 Lace , t he s .... l J, 
while- to- lavender flowe • • o f d~l.y f leablo". (rrlq"ron l . the tall yell"", ~nd 
9re~l1\ spire ... of .ulte l n. and the slm;l" golden head o f Cahe dandelion 
IKdyhl .re alsost OOlle. Thistles have 90"6 t o 8""<1. pro v i di"9 "e.,ds and 



nestln9 m" terla l for SOI"II t>leds. 
O""pi t " the p r o f ound drought th~t is "itheriny plants and tree~ 

thl~ y~"r, .. , .. ";<,,,d group of " 5hort d~y" plant~ gradually ",III app .... r .. s 
(a ll approacl'e~. In th e me adow and a lon g the roadsi<lc, the most 
=nspicuou~ p lan t In early August Is the tall , vividly g ree n pllJllln o f dog 
fennel U.:upatoriUOl = 1ApOs itlfoli Ual l , whi ch will t>ear t tJou s"nd~ of ti ny 
whlL~ flower~ in a f ew wee ks. Next to the fa rmhouse porch , po~e"ee d's 

purpl" st .... " are _iust as e yc -<:atchillg; its loose "ptay s of 5=11, .... hlt .. 
flo wer" deve lop deep purple ben I .. " frOIl th .. bottom up. Tah care : t he 
"",tu,·e l"av"s , stems , bnd bHrin" ~ r .. poisonous , despi te the p l .. nt'" US" as 
a spri"g sa l a<l, I" <lry places, the gray-g r een 5telll~ ~nd nOwet s o f ~abbil 
Tobacco IGnapha l lmo) aI e lnLrea~ .i. n9 1 y visib l e. Ncar Three Oaks CO>:illlO ns , 
th" ~ .. ~I l ye l low rlower~ of c""phOr woed (IIII terothec;o sul>ax lll" r i~ 1 a~e 
borne on open, r a th .. r stuggly bnfl(;hc~. 

As th" ."nth ~dvanceg , sev"u.l kl"<1~ o t <jolde"rod and gun()o.....,r~ 

should .'ppea r. The yellow- rayed [l o",et~ o f bilte"..ccd and ~noozcwoed (I:>oth 
species of He l "niuno) will be c o""",,". n~t. ",hite rIower he,,<ls of 
el<le ,beny shruba gr ;o du ~lIy "'i l l h<:",o"", lOOse clU5te r s of ", i",,- co l o.<:<l 
beni .. s, and tn .. C"",,"-a - shape<l fruits of staghorn ~ """'G wi ll dar ... ., t o a 
deep cri " 50n. In the woods , blueb ... r les l 'Iaccin\ lJlIII will ""'ttlre, "nd g o l den 
to orange j .. welw .. ed wH I li.n<jct i n da .. p place~ . The IIIOre stlade- tolerant 
sunflowers ",I II bloo," h .. re , a l o!l~ with the ragged white flowers or the wood 
a5tH . Sour wood , one or the last t ..... s to bl",,", lag5<><.:lated by mos t 
South"'rn"r~ with ~ ddiciou~ hon .. y ) , will d upe its g Ueer,,1 whi tn sp r ays 
along the rorest ' s edges . In the .. <><><l~ , noU" .. nl~o ho .. dar~ 'lee"" th" 
Icav"~ hav" become , and ho w .any sho", sigHS o f in~"c:t predation, Ro l l ed dnd 
Latlered le~ve8 are signs o f sOIa I 1., active, u~ually hungry inha!)itants, By 
lhe .. ,,<l o f tI,e "",,,th , m~ny you ng a ni la<lls will be ill<l"pendent and 50,"e 
les!,<,clally rodents) ~lready wi l l h" v ~ li tl te r 8 of their own . YounQ de " r 

will be l oo~Ing tholr wh ite spots . Nes t lin<js will- be on U", i r own , and the 
fir~t mi9ratory bi rd~ o f hll ooon wi ll p ass t hrouqh. 

U~in9 Other 5en8e~ 
The sounds a n <l sme l l s of August o n ~ .. nn .. y Ri<lg" have their o wn 

flavor. ~;O ' Q" ,,,"nbe .. of periodic locu sts (:lcad"~1 e .... rQe(! th i s ~ ........ r. 
Their "",chanica I ~uzzinq fil l e(! lh" w"Deb at noonday J n d well into th .. 
ev .. nlng but now h dying AW~y. Th .. sc i n s e cu sp .. ,,(! ""'st of their 13~ to 
l1 - ye~ r lives undergoun(! ; a5 lhey ned' md t uri t y , th .. larvae develop in to 
two i nch long, Shitly b ro • ." insects that c rawl up nee t run ks a n<l b"9in Lo 
... k., t holr "'''tlng ca ll s . Thel,- pl'o on;nen l red-h rown e Y05 gleam; their st iff 
" i ngs 5"ern to b" "ut from clear ceilopha n ... Soon after Lb" y ",..t" dnd Idy 
t heir "qq~ , th~ a<lults <l i " , l>Iell I"to t h e rail , lh~lI- drl~d bro wn l><><li~~ 

cli n<j t o tree tTunl:s and litter th" qround . 
Still singing i n the evetllng woo<l~ are the ka~ydld and other 

l ea f-li~e in.eeu t hat are hard to 5ee, hut wh os" .. otces "",an S"""",,.- for 
mo s t Georgians. Th .. buzz or bees and flies c hanges in t o t h .. wh ine of 
""'5qU!tO~ ~t dusk , e~pcclally ".,ar st .. "a .... a n <l cllUlp woods t hat 5tlll OfrH 
brc"d ing phce~ . Th" cooi ng of mournIng doves, the har~h ~hrieks of b l ue 
jay s , ~"d the j"itatlv .. trills o ( lI>D<:k inglli rdS ,He falllllar p.;rU of th., 
~wnm"r. If you a r e Inc ky enough to 5 .. e Ii )'UOImingbird pause to fee<l on t he 
deep orange flowers o f t r Ulllpet vine , you ""'-y hear the t"int b UH of rapid l y 
mo ving "Ing~ and ~o .. ell""~ " tiny , hl q h-pile hed SqUCb l:. 

The sme ll s of suma.er ar~ thos" of dU8t-dry , sun - baked "arth and 
,"er l el ~nee~eweed , t he fruity scents or late bl"cl:bcrries and do",estic 
p"~ch,,s. app les . ,'nd pears la f e w s till 9row on the old trees t>eh i nd th., 
fa rmhouse ; look q u icH y , berOT .. t h .. wIld crltter~ find th<'-IRI , and th .. 
wonderful nose-pri(:klln~ odor of t he woo<l~ a nd fields dfter a .u.....,r 
th\lndc r~tonn . Fo r touch , stroke t he [uz;: y l,,~ ve s of mullein, smooth a <log 
f .,,\I\ .. 1 p I,,,,,,, "cross your "hee ' , Or q l l\~ erly test th~ pr ic l: l e s o . thistl e s . 

Sky Si ghts 
J\u9"st 15 h",ous tor the spectacuhr night show pu t on by the 

Pen"id~, brilliant meteors that str .. a~ t he IHe night ~ ~y ,,~ch y .. .,c. 
'I h i ble f .. o m J " ly 2J-AuY"5t 23 , the sho wers ",11 1 p"",k On Aug ,,,.t 10-17. , too 

• 



C10'" to th., [ull IIOOn of Au9uBt 7 Co~ t he ben vlewin'.! . Fo~ th .. best 
vlew~ , loo k a[)out 4:' dog ........ 00 ..... lhe h.ori%<)fI , .w~y !~". h ..... se 119hl ... nd 
city .~y.hine. lIin<>CULau . 0.1 t o infinity wiLl help. One .ight;ng will 
dellOllstrne why avoidinq - light pollution" at Kenney IHdge hllo~ .eal 
be ..... f'U. 

rr_Inq Nal ure 
Without a . k el~ lili<>o t Or ~~"",ra , you c Qn " r ...... . Kcnney Mdlle ' S 

v l sta~ . For", a ' ect,n,]! " by placing lh~ Index tlngcr oC each h~nd t o the 
lI",ah of I h" other , l W[ "ll"9 0"" wr ial low~ rd}'Q II .. nd the othe r ~ w~ y. 
St\lnt thrau'lh your finqeu to set ~P<lrt one bit o r the landscape. Take a 
eloseup o f s,""il t hin,,!! by pinching t he tip. o f }'Qu r thullll>a li nd ind"" 
rLnqer~ toqetller .. 00 lookl"9 th r OOJ'lh the tiny '.lap. 

Thr .OIIIe late's"""", .. , t, t ry \lathedn9 a f .... berr l e . and leave. 
and ....... Inq thodr ju l c •• on l o paper t o "paInt" .. picture. T.,II t your 
"enses by """ ln9 how aa.ny • ..-r $ound", .. ellt, Or $h"de$ o r <leeen you 
,,<In Identify " I t h,n a al",.tt> . s.t th" "hl ld<"n will ~ .. t the 'iJrownup"l 

rlnd ; "9 OUt No<e 
Th~ 11001100" and PUe <son n" l d Gulde u r les oUe. detaILed looh 

At t .. st~rn birds, f l owe •• , f erns, r epti l e" and amphibians , ma~ ls , and 
"""Y other group~. t'oz cldld ."n , ~ye .. llneu boc ks a nd Videos ~r" easy 
Introductions , r etet""n FI"t Guides Alao cBn help. Thcse boeh a.e 
availab l e U ,""Sl o t· th" l.r9~r boehlor'" In Ath(m" and AlhnU . 



nor .... caU of ~ "a' 
""rned .,,,,1 from the 
",,,,,do behind Ih . 
"heN.;,"s h""se. a. 
llie_did """",I): 
"0'''''_ """",",,on' 
1IO'.1he",;.. m)1Ioryof 
,h. IVOlInd f"ll r.d .. 
.... y •• n ~ .....,bi\tan· 
.ial ..... i1mol 1' ..... , .. '" 
1fCC ar. rcpl • .,.,,, by 
,,~id .... po$. Ind 11M: 

~i;;;;:~.-:' ,""""sI0 hi. ,,,,,,, 
~ The,e's • 

KENNEY RIDGE ::!.'~,";n:r 
NXI'URE LOG ~r:l~"l,~~; 

ob<u. ill ""'le 
~ 2()(X) of h ... h 

d.o .. . hl. 
Vocwo 01 "", .. nn .c as ,,,rOod as ,lie wan; ..... n!he: oId!'Ulld 

f..nh<r along the r.,.,..., line. tho h.ard)d. 
low marbles of"'" doinabmy h.ng t;nOCfully 
bolow ,It. If"'''' ~,-.,w. di""",t<cl I •• ,~. 
Grvwinll ..... ,by ~ Iloncy Ioou ... (Gle.h"Il/" 
lri<r..ulw). bcarinll ""'p "1'ioncs "" ,heir 
~.oo~"'''''''''y~ 
Ihtits tho, lImoinar. ,he ~)Ii .... \\'hcn ,he 
frui", full.lllimab ";\llIfIIwmem 1i:o-1""~ 
pulp ond boatt·li~c""'" " "h in .. ~ n.,gII
borin~ easle,n ,.d c.da .. (J.ltl,~,~~ 
~loU<tMlb ........... 11 bb e pO'plcbcr1iestllat 
.... """Iy """" .. le ...ttcn crw.h<d. and I r .. · 

aIJooefv ... For J~ ,.,.;, .... rrf It.jlm, M;ll 10 lhc Cornnlunity Gilden. Ind 
""'urnn is WOOl'Y usocialcd .. ilh mew. - )'QU'1t ...,i ly r.nd ,i. or ......,., ,,,,.. ond 
dooly _ Adn.., as II>< """"'" dtjlb 10- .tU'II,,", bowinK &U1,t. 1~ oriental It'
ward the bIeoo~ ...... of winl" , .. or........ Jllllfilyofl •• dlsponino""", tnnc:hcs 
K ..... iI _1M ____ ofao.n""", mists ~WiIh Ihc: ....... ms..q<:~ ...ritemallOo ..... twrOs.Al ;"tcrvals$larld 
ar.d melkrw lTu~""n ... M. Kmncy II.Odg. Ihrl h ... ~ bclow Ih<:oft. Pwsimmon. on .hickOl' of on .. ", •• '.>;"00 innd ••. priv'" 
stu"w. 8ll ,,- "'f'O'.1s. bu1 .1", Ih. glory Ih. f. _ilC<Or"I'" .. um .. rncroon .. and b .. sh ... "hidl owe Ihei ... Id":"" .... "",':td 10 
ofml:and &<JkIcn I""ves tltol "'Ie»es.... any oth .. scaven~ .. tit .. COInCS upon thebir""thalca,u,.;, ,,,,.IL h .. d.dark-pwpk 
I.nd .... "" f,om ,h~ .1111011 "","'herin, Il><m;" ,he IP'.... I ....... COftf"l' lil", ,.",."a. ",,,,,,,,<liDg'" the ,.,_ o.Hly N ..... of 
lI1<"".of"""...... u.aaclhtm. too.buo .... ionslhal tile.... 0.;.""'" '1,2000. Ill'" of .... pri>d hnIga in 

m .... be ...,...pk,cly ripe ,..,n, .... ith ,he_th ori~.,cd ....... 1m ....,,<>lhcr"pI.n!5 
Al.<ody Ih ... < OfC b.r ...... nchcs. ""in~l<d ;kin. ond I """" "'ode of ,''_ 

•• , ',_~" ,.~ I,,"IItS ,h., SO sudclenlv. ill impoJf1cd r;.om r .. """ by lui .. 1l<:n:I<1"an •• 
,. 1'1"" ,,~ ,. .n""""",,)bcI'o<e)'Wtf)< Un,ipelhti" __ .1 .1_0' .... -I"ved·n 
mid-OoIobtI-. ..,..mcd ..... ir .. " .......... On. .... n...,...,...on .. '" '"' .... TO ""l!J1<r WI ... ' , 

..., 0 brighta" .....,~ t-d. ond ~ Auptlla. Gardencn .... y "",is< bino_ b\I. Io¥-
ohorp &ceze _ <fIOU8h to 1«C1mt1. tho with URn;'" ..... tho $kin, ""'ictI IV'" .... ofnttUnl ~ and foclds co4en wish 
..-.n. III1>at moi,,~ ioldl in tho 101.... ,"_ ....... '"-'_. __ ., _ . ~ 

' ..... __ ,'"m ....... ~ hchad ..... """' .... ful! 
"fhonl....ad IttU .DOI <k<:iduouJ shtubo i. 11Ic6"uit. ">1\idI ish"''Y~ dirk tor"" ... 
cbhing I..,....,d , .... ir rOOl$. Their lco.",,· " ... 1 O«ds. W,\d lnim .\.~ ,''', ,". A"",h ........ ildlin' .\on~ the , ... d il • 
"""" gn:>L"I'I c!ol .... """yll has brui;m oo..n. by exaetin& ils .ndi~eslcd steds _ d!cny Ir .. thai tar. smoll. ;"""itole ...... -
on<!.-- tlIc pigmnM. ofydiaw-Io """'8" watch cardtlly. and you .... y fond evi- Itt ...... f .... it. " ..... Ihc .0_ thai I ....... up 
,,","'CICI .00 nd-I<>-poIt1Ik ..... 1lq>hy1l. dcnoc of ......... I t""' "",,1<1 """. oOClt r..- ond ""'" an: in hit: The Ion&. curved. 
an: showing 'hrough. WlIo:a ....... in I...., ,.,ma.. brown pods of ,''' ,,,''''"", vi .... on: splininB 

.... cal: ...... ,. , ............. brown. In ,II<- '''';-:''-''''--~7'--'''''' opt"fI'o •• 1 ..... ,""i, ,.,.,..... .,ttl bunches 
mwolin,e. III 1000ission loyer Ielea ... - Il'hhiny II/;ldr; benin hana b<:low WI,i l"" 
.V point) lias krmcd ~ u.. bas< or •• ""'- Y"""lp<aI1 trces~_"'" 
-. I ... ,.. ...... , .. d Ihc F"1c!o -- toeoritI&lhis)ftl" • .w...lr<:al!lethcy .... ,.., 
mmI or eoen eM.....,;pt ofl'" "'fit- nol .u<~cd n .. ,u.ily or bec.u~ of 
iidf i. ettOUIh '0 tlctKh it. A sh..".,. cIroughl. Similarly. t~ owrn crop ITom 
brtc", .... "1'1 ... III,,,,..... of ".ined·Bla.. " mney RidtIe·S m. IIY """''''' of '-'lOb .< 
ooIots tatlling ....... into ,h. <Itqt bI... much ...... ,Ier Ikon I ... f.lI. f .......... in~. 
silence oft"" Oaober ok;'" harder ";nl ... (or "",,",.-n. 

"''hen ,.'n CJO<t>eS apin ... d _ 
of,,,,, t""'" arc bare. n,cbtndM>ly may 
rule. but for n""'. """P n><O"ninp bring K..,.' miSlS. A pale""" po..s,hrwgb 
" ... in ......... ' ......... If you' re out at 
dawn .00 lody. y"" m.y '- Ihc SO>-

M"", I ... beot:ot<s plan" hi,.., g<lIIC '0 
:ItIO>Il. The roed>ld..s and mcatlows or. 
n"cked wilh Ih ..... hile nufJ of 
~ 1"".,8p3yduton 01"_. 
torium, nd tho t ln hal(,lpbcrcs .. r 
ca~. A .... n(12.I S iMhl,..... 



cics of gokIcnrod makes a I\anditfte )'d
low"""",,' amons ,he maluri"8 ~ A 
,.lIcr. carlia- bl"".,,;D, ..,.,.:l eo ,. mor" IKI-

,ioeab!e:tlmg ',1Im: ,,... __ _ 

Oab Dri"". boa if, 

bqinning ' " II" 1<1 
$«d. The $limy 
."gkd """,. ofld
p!>oio/ .. ... iml',J",-'tl 
piOn! ' hi' hal 
sprmd widely fr_ 

ilS .... as • """"'" 
coyn rOt no,," y 
g,"d<d lInd .• (~ 
bmwn. its pale loy· 

~ CoIuoy Iw """" ;n_ipling 
", ... " in«<IS. She identities one ""h ..... · 
UlInn bulICfOic .. f1ullcring Oboollho ,ncad· 

""'" and ~ pLaces 
.. !he """hye (Pnt. 
~is """""'). .. Met. is 
''''Ilhely , ,,,"11 
(win~1\~·2 
In in"""") I nd "as 
lighl olive- brown 
"!'PC'" " inC'.....ud 

cncIcr flowers 101>& '"':~~~~~~E~;;;:;;;;;.J since: I'8cIcd. 1\111. 
bu nch Ih' .... , h I. 
)'OUr finger'" The 

.. by ''''' verl iCIII .... 
angc ' lril"" , pi". 
110,,,,, <)I"spot." ond 
.... nge Ind yello .. 
morgiM on i1.1r>ooer 

" . A ~ !he CO"'mon l ulph". 
(I'ieris $p,), loa. yel

~' .. pin.ll kayos will .. loa'" .uily, and 
..... n ...... 1 . .... t..-.. or blad: -.is will 
appear in ,.,... Iw>d. The.-is ore food 
,.... mon)' bi ...... incl..tlnll III" COlIC)' oibol>
whil. quail (I mOl" .. and oi~ idcnlical rl1 
babies) Liz Conroy f100sb<d .,.,1)/ one """,, , 
in~ n"" ,he Lin.ba~· howe. 

... ildli~ is ."""lbnt. Ill· 
lofJclydi~ 

Skipp .. " S\ipc M ... 
• window"". doy and 

risht out· 

.wdtid:Ado<n (prohblylhc 
• hmnil In""". 

l_ " ';ngs wilh d;" t brawn m&rii ..... 'Ik 
wm ......... 1pIJ ... .. lIP!><'" "';"p each haw 
...... 11 <brit tpCIt: lis ........ wines ha~ • 
lweIy visible: ...... ~ >1"'1_ u.n "'ggdS 

1 iplooi"i ~ \tl theM buneril ios boca ..... eK" 

dqIaru quickly wilen you......, c .... The 
~ to bript )dlow wings cNrxteristi< 
olin ...... in !he p;..iIbt fami lY. which is 
"",n ,nOll in Eu.ope. m3)' h • ..., ,I ....... 11 
sirnil",~winBcd insca, theircomrn Oll 

•.. ' 
carried iI iNo I shoI,«e:I. surtn)' SI)Ql (0,0 -

<bn, ~ it por<:hrd on 'hI1ey', f,"~"'" 
ber"", t.1';;"8 mill". 

The lut"",n • .nIl ......... intp ,.ill 
re5GUPd 10 !he ~ of kaI)'dids, "h;dt 
prrirtlpUl " oodsaGd --so- tA>o u.n 
(",,00 beneath ..... pon:tL ar.d aopourrd ft.-
ckl5er $Iudy ..... bfi"" &1<""'- with )"til"'" 
... ;pet on cacIo silk of its Mcd bead and 
too .... (<:qJlWnlh<:nll). SI>c idcnti r"", it .. 
• ftm. le an8ull . · winged k.,ydid 
(MklU<"<!""'" ",,1_), ""';dt " IOund 
trom Onl3rio and M .... d " .... 1 .. '0 N<Jr1h 
Cltor-lia and west to Arlwl .... The spKies 
..... tho: fol~ of II..,. and ohrubol. ""PO" 
clo.l1y oak. willow. ..,.t"" .......... .nd oil"" 
tm:s. La .... pili Gal< Ia ..... in ..... iA..a 
""" by ...... "". and !he kMydid """,,«I quite 
.t h"",c. A. I ... "", watched •• he "".fully 
<teanN ...... of ..... teet and ..... OYipalitor • 
....... in pr~ion fur layinl h ....... 1 
IP"Y tIP- The qw; win """"";"tcr "" I 
tilllM lar and hitch nW .... in" 

Altlloogh lu'umn officially will laS! 
... t il o.o.mb..- 2 1. tile ...."....,111> of ",>lor 
win ooon mute inlo dart ... rWs. brown .. 
and tan5. <;;_....nod or rnn. many bard
...ood leo ..... will faU. and the RIpIIr=I .• 
hair ol &oIckn gn(>C\'ines HunS ""'" ohfUbos 
and h ... g from brandt .. will rum bold:. iqto 
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Taking Cover 
A month into winter, Kenney 

Ridge lies quietly under weather 
that hasn’t been able to make up 
its mind since December.  Cold, 
wet, gray days; sudden deep frost 
followed by brilliant blue skies; 
surges of warmth that mislead the 
daffodils on the southern slope 
behind the Deans’ house into 
blooming at least two weeks ear-
lier than usual; the threat of snow, 
sleet, and ice: it’s all January.  

The most visible change, how-
ever, is in the meadows of the 
Ridge.  Closely mown in mid-
month to remove the brush and 
sapling trees that eventually would 
turn fields into forest through the 
inexorable process called succes-
sion, the land has lost its autumnal 
covering of  knee-high, golden-
brown and burnt-sienna grasses 
and herbs (see above).  Now stub-
ble stretches over rise and dip, 
scarcely concealing the bones of 
the earth. 

Mowing temporarily but drasti-
cally has changed the living places 
(habitat) and daily lives of many 
creatures of the Ridge. Without 
tall grasses to break the wind and 
retard evaporation, the  microcli-
mate near the earth is cooler, 
dryer, and less hospitable to 
ground-dwelling insects and other 
invertebrates.   Mice, rats, snakes, 
rabbits, and other small creatures 
have lost the cover that offered 
them shelter from the worst of the 

weather and hid them from the 
eyes of predators.   White-tailed 
deer have both won and lost.  
Their resting places under cedars 
are more exposed, but still-green 
leaves at the bases of old grasses 
are far more accessible. 

The hunters have gained.  
Foxes, larger snakes, and regretta-
bly, cats and dogs, can find their 
prey and pounce accurately.  Soar-
ing or sitting watchfully on snags 
or trees, hawks can spy the slight-
est movement.  Owls gliding 
noiselessly under a cold winter 
moon can take deadly aim on 
small nocturnal foragers. 

This tidy landscape will soon 
change again.  In a month or two, 
dormant plants will begin to grow 
and last year’s seeds will sprout, 
gradually re-creating the tall-grass 
meadows.  In the meantime, uncut 
islands of trees and  those classic 

Southern refuges, B’rer Rabbit’s 
briar patches (see below) offer 
concealment and protection.  It’s 
easy to see why that wily rabbit 
said one thing but wanted another.  
The thickly interwoven canes and 
sharp thorns of blackberries defeat 
most hunters. Their mounds shel-
ter slithering and four-footed ani-
mals as well as small birds. 

Blackberry patches themselves  
come and go in the process of suc-
cession.  One of the first shrubs to 
invade former farmland, they 
flourish in full sun, but later are 
shaded out by maturing trees.  In 
fields and along roads, they are 
messy but essential bits of habitat.  
Leaving a brier patch or two in 
your own part of Kenney Ridge 
encourages not only small critters, 
but also the predators that depend 
upon them.  

Once trees have returned, the 
lowly brush pile serves the same 
functions.  When  Ridgers clear or 
thin some of their woods, piling 
deadfalls and trimmings together 
offers shelter to the animals that 
thrive in forested areas.  The Con-
roys once watched a fox that 
denned in a backyard pile and, no 
doubt, dined on B’rer Rabbit’s 
cousins as well as the Goggins’ 
chickens! 

Even as winter’s harshest 
weather comes to the Ridge, some 
animals are starting the next gen-
eration on its way.  From the for-
est behind the MacNairs’ house 
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and the deep woods above the river come the solemn calls of  Great 
Horned Owls (Bubo virginianus).  
Breeding from the northern tree line 
of  Eastern North America all the 
way south to the Gulf of Mexico, 
this large and powerful raptor is at 
the very top feeding level of night-
time predators.  It will eat just about 
any small mammal, from bats, tiny 
mice, and shrews to rats, squirrels, 
rabbits, opossums, raccoons,  and -  
- keep kitty inside at night  -  - even 
house cats.  Ninety percent of its 
diet comes from these sources; the 
remaining ten percent is made up of 
birds large and small.  Great blue 
herons, geese, ducks, grouse, par-
tridges, doves, crows, and the occa-
sional domestic chicken fall foul of 
this supremely efficient hunter.  
Even other raptors (predatory birds) 
are no match for it.  Just about any 
owl or hawk that frequents southern 
woodlands, fringe forests, or mead-
ows is a target, including the 
Ridge’s Red-tail Hawks, Eastern 
Screech Owls, and Barred Owls.  

Great Horned Owls begin nesting 
as soon as late November or early 
December in Georgia.  They take 
over nests originally built by Bald 
Eagles, Red-tailed and Red-
Shouldered  Hawks, and even the 
stick-and-leaf constructions of 
squirrels.  The one to five white 
eggs hatch in 30 to 37 days, and the 
young owls leave their nests about 
six weeks later. They depend on 
their parents for food for many 
months, going entirely on their own 
in late October. 

In mid-January, Dave Lindsay 
found the feathers of a Red-Tailed 
Hawk in a ravine in the Seventeen-
Acre Woods.  The feathers had 
been ripped  out in clumps; no 
bones were present.  The bird may 
well have  fallen to a Great Horned 
Owl.  These very adaptable hawks 
do well in old-field and agricultural 
habitats; they hunt both from the air 
and from scattered trees and groves.   
For many years, red-tails have 
hunted the UGA campus and down-
town Athens, where flocks of pi-

geons present easy and unmourned  
targets.  These beautiful hawks feed 
on other birds (up to the sizes of 
pheasants and crows) and a wide 
variety of small mammals and 
snakes.  They also will take domes-
tic cats -- keep kitty inside, period. 

Red-tails nest high in the 
branches of large and dominant 
trees  - -  at Kenney Ridge, pines or 
oaks.  They build prominent stick 
nests and lay their eggs as early as 
the end of January.  The eggs hatch 
a little over a month later, about the 
time that young Great Horned Owls 
are leaving their nests.  The young 
hawks, which depend for food on 
their parents’ daytime hunting of 
many of the same species the owls 
hunt at night, stay in the nest for 
about six weeks and nearby for an-
other month.  Their later hatching 
means that hawks and owls are not 
competing intensively for food for 
their offspring at the same time. 

The bare  winter branches of 
Kenney Ridge’s hardwood trees  
make it easier to spot owl and hawk 
nests.  All is not stark outline, how-
ever. Winter greens soften the se-
vere blacks, browns, and grays of  
the forests.   Protected by waxy 
coatings that help to keep their 
leaves or needles from drying out,   
evergreen trees, shrubs, vines, and 
plants survive the harshest weather. 
Eastern red cedar, American holly, 
loblolly pine, honeysuckle, and 
privet (far left, from top to bottom)  
are among the most visible species.   
On the forest floor, Christmas ferns 
persist post-holiday.  The single 
pleated leaf of the crane-fly orchid, 
green above and purple below, re-
minds Ridgers that even in the first 
month of a new year, new life and 
growth begin. 

January 27, 2005 
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February’s Flip-Flops 
It’s January that has the “two-

faced” tag, but this February on 
the Ridge has been just as hard to 
predict.  It began with snow and 
ended with earth-shaking thunder-
storms and hail, but in between 
came brilliant skies and 70-degree 
(F.) days  that could fool anyone 
into thinking that Spring had ar-
rived. 

On good days, bare branches 
(above) carved angular slashes in a 
pale blue backdrop.  At sunset, 
each a little later than the day be-
fore, the uncompromising shapes 
of  hardwoods were deepest black 
against fiery red-gold. On bad 
days, the Ridge was gray-on-
gray,sober in frost-bleached or 
sodden browns and tans, or white 
with frost.  

Midwinter stresses most animals 
severely.  Temperatures oscillate, 
and the coldest days of the year 
often come in February.  There’s 
not much food left. Berries and 
nuts have long since been har-
vested; seeds have fallen or been 
blown away; new generations of 
insects haven’t yet hatched.   

The living things of  Kenney 
Ridge have many strategies for 
surviving such harsh conditions.   
Insects and other invertebrates 
hide under rocks, in crevices of 
trees and human structures, or 
deep among leaves. Many simply 
die, leaving eggs or larvae behind 
to emerge in warmer times.  Frogs 

and salamanders burrow into mud 
and stream bottoms.  Snakes re-
treat to dens under rocks and roots 
and live on stored-up energy. 

Squirrels keep to their nests and 
when they do come out, seek 
caches of nuts hidden earlier. Rab-
bits and other small rodents con-
sume grass pulled into burrows 
and emerge infrequently. The 
hunters -  - foxes, coyotes, and 
predatory birds - - are ever-alert 
for food, dead or alive. Carrion, 
small unwary creatures in woods 
or fields, or birds at rest or in 
flight, are all potential meals.  

Birds puff up their feathers and 
seek shelter in the worst weather. 
They look for old food stores  
(blue jays are well known for 
stashing acorns during the Fall) 
and forage for what natural foods 
they can find.  Where feeders are 
available, they become steady cus-
tomers.  That’s why, if you feed at 
all, you should 
offer seeds, 

suet, and fresh water throughout 
the cold months.  Ridgers also 
have noticed that just before a 
storm, birds are especially active 
around their feeders. The local 
Audubon Society chapter, in fact, 
is interested in documenting such 
behavior, which was reported all 
across Athens just before the Janu-
ary ice storm.  

 Deer turn to acorns and the 
rough browse of  winter ever-
greens.  Even humans respond: 
cold, wet days make drinking hot 
soup or cocoa from a well-stocked 
pantry and curling up in a warm 
house almost irresistible.  We even 
speak laughingly of “hibernating”.   
We don’t go that far, but our urges 
to accumulate food, seek warm 
places, add warm coverings, and 
reduce physical activity are more 
or less conscious versions of the 
instincts that help other animals 
survive. 

But then, there are the warm 
spells that produce the glorious 
trumpets of naturalized daffodils 
(left) between sharp frosts. The 
first fresh, new food appears when 
thin, blue-green leaves of wild 
garlic sprout from bulbs buried in 
the Ridge’s meadows and road-
sides.  Their flowers won’t appear 
until April or May, but the plants 
can be used judiciously for season-
ing long before then.  

Coarse meadow grasses begin to 
grow slowly but steadily, luring 
white-tailed deer from their pro-
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tected haunts in the woods.  The 
does won’t bear their fawns until 
warmer weather arrives, but even 
nibbles of nutritious grass help to 
sustain them and other herbivores  
in this “hungry time” of the year.  

Behind these off-and-on spurts of 
growth lie the advance and retreat 
of great masses of cold and warm 
air.  It’s a battle. Frost, ice, sleet, 
snow, and numbing cold flow south 
from great reservoirs in the Arctic 
and Canada, or sweep west from the 
Atlantic coast ( a “back-door 
front”). When they reach Kenney 
Ridge, they may have warmed just 
enough to become a miserably cold  
rain.  Clear, windy, and piercingly 
cold days follow, slowly warming 
as the front looses force.  Soon 
enough, the first wisps of clouds 
appear and the humidity begins to 
rise.  Clouds move in from the 
south, thicken, and soon it’s raining 
again as a warm front pushes up 
from the Gulf Coast.  Rumbling 
thunderstorms and sizzling light-
ning may pound the earth.  When 
the front pushes through, the days 
are clear and warm, almost hot, 
until the cycle begins again. 

The end of February brought one 
such storm to Kenney Ridge, tear-
ing branches from trees and flinging 
marble-sized hail at the earth.  At 
that, the Ridge was lucky.  A little 
to the west, golf-ball- and even soft-
ball -sized hail crashed down. 
Imagine the forces that toss bits of 
ice up and down in the storm 
clouds, keeping them aloft long 
enough to grow so large.   

Two celestial forces lie behind 
the slow journey toward spring. 
Since the winter solstice in Decem-
ber, the northern hemisphere of the 
Earth has been tilting slowly back 
toward the sun.  At the same time, 
the elliptical path of the Earth  
brings it closer to that great orb. 
More heat, for a little longer time 
each day, reaches the surface of our 
planet.  Soil warms; the rains re-
plenish moisture; days are a little 
longer and nights a little shorter.     

Over the billions of years that life 
has existed on Earth, exquisite ad-
aptations have allowed organisms 
to take advantage of such changes.  
Increasing light  and warmth trigger 
hormonal and other biochemical 
responses in plants and animals 
alike. In plants, the results are 
growth and in time, flowering and 
the setting of fruit or seeds.  
Chickasaw plum thickets on the 
Warrick-Thomas lot bloomed by 
the end of February  (above), before 

leaves emerged.  On the meadow, 
leaf and flower buds of wild pear 
trees began to unfold simultane-
ously (below).  Other trees and 
plants will not flower until they are 
fully in leaf. 

Animals respond in a variety of 
ways to the seasonal changes of  
late Winter and early Spring.  Their 
reproduction is affected: many 
mammals court, mate, and their 
young begin to develop internally.  
Others mated in the Fall and will 
soon bear young.  Snakes and liz-
ards lay eggs; amphibians seek the 
opposite sex, often very vocally.  
By the end of February, for exam-
ple, frogs were singing in the Stipe-
Maas’ temporary pond.  Their ge-
latinous egg masses will develop 
quickly into tadpoles, barring a hard 
freeze or untimely drying of their 
watery homes. 

Most visible of all, perhaps, are 
changes in the appearance and be-
havior of birds.  Flocks of Robins  
passed through the Ridge early this 
month, harbingers of the great 
Spring migrations of many species.  
What causes birds to migrate and 
keeps them on course is not fully 
understood, but the results will be 
increasingly visible in March and 
April.  Many birds that spent the 
Winter here also will begin to move 
north soon. 

 Some year-round avian residents 
are preparing to breed.  Male Gold-
finches show the first subtle       
changes from drab olive feathers to 
brilliant yellow courting plumage, 
although they will not mate until 
later in the Spring.  Male Cardinals,  
flaming red against bare branches, 
sing vigorously in the early morn-
ing and attack their reflections in 
cars’ side mirrors.  An Eastern 
Phoebe checks out last year’s nest 
but apparently finds it lacking. It’s 
not here yet, but Spring is coming! 

March 5, 2005 
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